Abstract
INTRODUCTION
The main factor in child's developing is the family; it represents a functional framework where the stages of the total process of growing and development are achieved. Family life contributes with an important factor in morally shaping the human. The family should be the place where child find love, safety, parental and educational models that he can use as parent himself in the future. Parental divorce and death of a parent are traumatic events in the life of a child, events recognized in DSM V "as a vital cause of an entire class of conditions affecting mental well-being" (Jones & Cureto, 2014) .
The concept of "coping" was developed by Lazarus & Launtier (1978) , designating a set of mechanisms and individual conducts which interpose between the person and the event they perceive as threatening in order to possess, control, tolerate or reduce its impact on that person's state of physical and mental comfort.
The term "coping strategy" or "coping ability" is used especially in Anglo-Saxon literature as the "stratégied ajustement" used in the French language (Dantchev, 1989; Dantzer, 1989) .
The psychology of development shows that coping strategies progresses with age. Donaldson says that school age children use less behavioral coping strategies compared with pre-teens (Donaldson, 2000) . This suggests that in the same time with children development, their behavioral coping become more specific depending on the situation.
PURPOSE OF STUDY
The research aims at highlighting the general psychological effects of parents' marital status on children's personality.
METHODOLOGY

Objectives of the research
The specific objectives that shall lead to the general objective are: • highlighting the influence of parents' marital status concerning the coping strategies used on children; • identifying any gender differences in relation to the coping strategies used by those children whose parents have a different marital status (children of divorced parents / children of parents who are not divorced / children with one deceased parent)
Hypothesis of the research
Hypothesis no.1 It is assumed that distraction strategies used by children vary according to parents' marital status.
Hypothesis no.2 It is assumed that avoidance strategies used by children vary according to parents' marital status.
Hypothesis no.3 It is assumed that there are significant differences depending on the type of biological subjects, concerning the use of active coping strategies.
Hypothesis no.4 It is assumed that there are significant differences depending on the type of biological subjects concerning the use of coping strategies by seeking support.
Participants in the study
To meet the objectives set and to check the assumptions, we have got involved in the study a number of 180 subjects aged between 8 to 11 years old: 60 subjects from families with divorced parents, 60 subjects who have a deceased parent and 60 subjects from families with parents who are not divorced. The research group consists of 92 female subjects and 88 male subjects, the area of origin being urban. The distribution of the subjects included in the research, based on age, sex and marital status of parents is presented in Table. no.1. 
Working instruments
In order to meet the objectives set, we have used as a working instrument The Children's Coping Questionnaire (CCQ) made by dr. Anne E. Fedorowicz, questionnaire made up of 81 items which highlight 14 coping strategies: cognitive decision making, direct problem solving, self-calming, avoidant actions, cognitive avoidance, distracting actions, no coping effort, withholding feelings, expressing feelings, negative cognitions/worrying, aggressive actions, wishful thinking, positive cognitive restructuring, support seeking. Items are rated on a Likert scale -4 points: never (0), less (1), pretty much (2) much (3). To the Children's Coping Questionnaire (CCQ) was also added an identification questionnaire of personal data on biological gender, age and marital situation of the subjects' parents participating in the study.
Testing of hypothesis
Normality of distribution of the 14 sets of scores obtained for the 14 types of coping strategies, has been verified by applying the Kolmogorov-Smirnof test, the results obtained being presented in Table no. 2   Table no In order to test hypothesis no. 1 " It is assumed that distraction strategies used by children vary according to parents' marital status", Levene's test of variances similarity was applied. The results obtained for the distraction strategies highlighted homogeneous variances, which have enabled the application of ANOVA variance analysis (Table no. 3). The resulting data reveals that, generally, distraction strategies used by children, differ according to parents' marital status (F = 9.606, p = 0.001). After applying Bonferroni test, significant differences of distraction strategies resulted in subjects with parents who are not divorced and those with divorced parents (p = 0.007) and between subjects with parents who are not divorced and those with a deceased parent (p = 0.001), thus confirming the hypothesis no.1.
In order to test hypothesis no.2 "It is assumed that avoidance strategies used by children vary according to parents' marital status" Levene's test of variances similarity was applied. The results obtained for the distraction strategies highlighted homogeneous variances, which have enabled the application of ANOVA variance analysis of coping strategies -avoidant actions, cognitive avoidance, wishful thinking and nonhomogeneous variances of coping strategies: withholding feelings, effortless coping, aggressive actions which have determined the application of Kruskal Wallis test (Table 4) The resulting data reveals that generally, coping strategies, such as, cognitive avoidance, wishful thinking, withholding feelings, effortless coping used by children differ according to parents' marital status.
After applying Bonferroni test, several aspects have been highlighted: in the case of coping strategies of cognitive avoidance, significant differences resulted between subjects with parents who are not divorced and those with divorced parents (p = 0.001), also between subjects with parents who are not divorced and those with a deceased parent (p = 0.004); for coping strategy of withholding feelings resulted significant differences between subjects with parents who are not divorced and those with a deceased parent (p = 0.001); in the case of the coping strategy of effortless adjustment, significant difference have occurred among subjects with parents who are not divorced and those with a deceased parent (p = 0.001).
There have not been shown significant differences depending on the parents' marital status in subjects who used coping strategies, avoidance actions and aggressive actions confirming only partially the hypothesis no.2. Hypothesis no.3 "It is assumed that there are significant differences depending on the type of biological subjects, concerning the use of active coping strategies" it is demonstrated by using Levene's test for equality of variances and the T test for independent samples (Table 5 ). The results obtained show that with the 180 subjects included in the survey, the scores recorded for active coping strategies cognitive decision making and positive cognitive restructuring revealed significant differences according to the gender affiliation of subjects.
For the 92 female subjects, significantly higher average scores (M = 10.18, AS = 3.305) have been recorded by using the positive cognitive restructuring strategy (t = 2.181, df = 178, p = 0.030 bidirectional) and the 88 male subjects showed significantly higher scores (M = 10.14, AS = 2.441) in the use of coping strategies of cognitive decision making (t = -4.568, df = 178, p bidirectional = 0.001).
Hypothesis no.4 "It is assumed that there are significant differences depending on the type of biological subjects concerning the use of coping strategies by seeking support" it is demonstrated by using Levene's test for equality of variances and of the T test for independent samples (Table no.6). 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS
The results obtained show that with the 180 subjects included in the survey, the scores recorded for the active coping strategy of support seeking, reveal the existence of certain significant differences according to gender affiliation of subjects.
For female subjects, significantly higher average scores (M = 10.65, AS = 3,083) have been recorded by using the positive cognitive restructuring strategy (t = 2.004, df = 178, p = 0.047 bidirectional) compared to male subjects.
CONCLUSIONS
Parents' divorce or death of a parent imposes on children finding ways to cope with a multitude of stressors. The children's coping to their parents' marital status change depends on how they perceive this change and on coping resources After having conducted the survey "The influence of parents' marital status on coping strategies at children", the resulting data indicates that at general level, distraction and avoidance strategies (cognitive avoidance, wishful thinking, withholding feelings, no coping effort) used by children vary according to the parents' marital status. Furthermore, at the 180 subjects included in the survey, the scores recorded for coping strategies: cognitive decision making, positive cognitive restructuring and support seeking revealed significant differences according to the gender affiliation of subjects.
The adjusting process of individuals to various stressful situations depends on manner in which, coping strategies have been properly formed in childhood.
We consider it appropriate, nationwide, to implement programs of psychological intervention for children in vulnerable situations, programs that might lead to the development of adjusting resources and diversification of coping strategies and thereby offering them sanogenetic alternatives to face life's challenges.
